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ember, and that in the Journal to Stella ("Prose Works," ii, 303),
under date 22 December, Swift records that on that day he saw
with Harley a letter "from a great Presbyterian parson to him,
complaining how their friends had betrayed them by passing their
Conformity Bill," and also an answer written by Harley which his
friends would not let him send, but which in Swift's opinion was
a very good one. Notwithstanding this passage it is, of course,
possible that the answer was drafted by Swift. Sir Henry Craik
thinks ("Life," i, 301) a writer "more versed in the tricks of
politics " would have adopted a conciliatory tone, and apart from
"the deliberate sarcasm" of the composition, the remark to Stella
that the answer was " a very good one " is rather evidence than
otherwise that the answer was Swift's work.

THE REV. JOHN SHOWER TO THE EARL OF OXFORD

London, December 20, 1711.

MY LORD,

THOUGH there be little reason to expect your Lordship should
interpose in favour of the Dissenters, who have been so shame-
fully abandoned, sold, and sacrificed by their professed friends;
the attempt is however so glorious, in all its views, tendencies,
and prospects, that, if it be not too late, I would most humbly
beg your Lordship not to be immoveable as to that matter. The
fatal consequences of that bill cannot be expressed: I dread to
think of some of them; and shall as much rejoice with many
thousands, if you may be instrumental to prevent it. May Heaven
direct you in this, and all your great affairs for the public good of
your country! I am, my honoured Lord,

Your most obedient servant,

JOHN SHOWER.

THE EARL OF OXFORD TO THE REV. JOHN SHOWER

December 21, 1711,

REVEREND SIR,

HAD not a very painful distemper confined me, I had desired
the favour of seeing you some time since; and I should have spoken
very plainly to you, as I shall whenever I see you. I have long
foretold, that the Dissenters must be saved whether they will or
not; they resist even restraining grace; and would almost con-
vince me, that the notion of man's being a mechanism is true in
every part. To see men moved as puppets, with rage for their
interest; with envy acting against their own interest, having men's
persons in admiration: not only those of their own body, who
certainly are the first who pretended to consummate wisdom and                        Mr. Addison.
